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I would like to express their fears about present situation and future of free ranging bison herds in Ukraine.

Ukraine was among the most important countries for the conservation of this species, having a population of almost 700 animals at the beginning of the 90ties of XX century.

By now, according to official data, there are only some 300 animals left, but information available from Ukrainian NGOs and scientists, show much lower figures – just 190 animals. If this trend should continue, Ukraine will face the loss of the species in the wild in next 5 – 10 years.

We hope that the Government of Ukraine will take appropriate measures to prevent further degradation of Ukrainian bison population. Quite alarming is also the situation, when official data provided for European Bison Pedigree Book from Ukraine, do not reflect actual situation.

According to this ask you about immediate realization next steps for European bison protection optimization in Ukraine:

1. Seeing as the overall population has lessened more then three-folds, it is necessary to heighten the protected status of bison in the Red Data Book of Ukraine to the one that equals EN (“endangered”) of IUCN and not lower.

2. The Article 19 of the Law of Ukraine on the Red Data Book should be changed, the statement about selective shooting deleted, and any kind of shooting banned.

3. A sound and funded State program on bisons’ protection and breeding should be established and legally approved.

4. New protected areas are to be created in every bison-inhabited regions, in particular in their winter habitat of fields, etc.

5. Every case of bison poaching should be investigated, and those guilty subjected to a serious penalty and their crime made publicly known by the press. An independent governmental investigation of the current mass bison poaching should also be made. 

6. Bisons of game reserves that are not interested in protecting the species should be taken to zapovedniks and national nature parks (first of all, to Shatskiy and Desnyansko-Starogutskiy parks). A bison breeding centre should be established, similarly to the one of Prioksko-Terrasniy zapovednik. The bred animals then could be divided in two large populations (500-1000 bisons each), one of which then may live in the Desnyansko-Starogutskiy national nature park of Ukraine and in the Bryanskiy Les zapovednik of Russia, and the other one – in the Shatskiy national nature park of Ukraine and zakaznik Pribugske Palesce of Belarus.

Also ask you to find out who is responsible to preparing incorrect European bison population size data in Ukraine for European Bison Pedigree Book, that is why international community lost possibility to react on catastrophic decreasing of Ukrainian population in general, and disappearing of  Danivska population particularly, in time.
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